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Every consonant sound Mandarin syllables can start with, shown with a real word and how to say it.
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bao — bun pinggudé — apple mama — mom féiji — airplane dangao — cake
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tuzi — rabbit nidnai — milk laohu — tiger gou — dog kéle — cola
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héma — hippo jidan — egg giché — car xigua — watermelon zhQ — pig

chéangjinglu — giraffe shizi — lion régéu — hot dog zd0 — jujube cdoméi — strawberry
sanmingzhi — sandwich yu — fish wagui — turtle
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Every vowel sound that follows an initial, shown with a real word and how to say it.
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ayl — auntie 6 — oh é — goose yifu — clothes wu — five yU — fish
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ai — love héi — black huisé — grey mao — cat gou — dog lill — six
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jiéjie — sister yueliang — moon érduo — ear san — umbrella mén — door Xin — heart
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yun — cloud qunzi — skirt tdng — candy déng — lamp xingxing — star I6ng — dragon
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1ST 2ND 3RD 4TH NEUTRAL
flat & high rising dip then rise sharp fall short & light
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Pitch shapes at a glance

1st 2nd 3rd 4th neutral

One syllable, four meanings: “ma”
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— mother — hemp — horse — to scold
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