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INITIALS - 23 STARTING SOUNDS
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1st Tone

ma

High and flat, like sustaining a note
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4, bao (bun)

2R pingguo (apple)
#5443 mama (mom)

TKAL feifi (airplane)

ZE#E dangao (cake)

%F tizi (rabbit)

ZE47% nianai (milk)

25 130hii (tiger)

¥ gou (dog)

a] 5k kéle (cola)

A5 héma (hippo)

A7 jidan (egg)

V&% qiché (car)

PaJ xigua (watermelon)
¥ zhti (pig)

KHE changjinglu (giraffe)
WF shizi (lion)

#ff) régou (hot dog)

7 730 (jujube)

B cdoméi (strawberry)
=HBRj4 sanmingzhi (sandwich)
£ yi (fish)

Lfa, wlguT (turtle)

2nd Tone
ma

Rises sharply, like asking “what?”

Unaspirated, softer than English b

Strong puff of air

Same as English m
Same as English f
Unaspirated d

Strong puff of air

Same as English n
Same as English |
Softer than English g
Strong puff of air

Raspy, back of throat
Tongue flat, lips spread
Like ch, tongue tip down
Soft sh, common trouble spot
Retroflex, tongue curled back
Retroflex + aspirated
Retroflex sh

Buzzy, no English match
Like ds in kids

Like ts, strong air

Same as English s
Same as English y

Same as English w

3rd Tone
ma

Dips down, then curves back up

4th Tone

ma

Falls sharply, like a firm command

FINALS - 24 VOWEL SOUNDS

ai
ei
ui
ao
ou
iu
ie
Ue
er
an
en
in
un
an
ang
eng
ing
ong

FAT4E ayi (auntie)
1% 6 (oh)

%8 é (goose)

2<BR yifu (clothes)
T wil (five)

5 y (fish)

% ai (love)

2 héi (black)

R, huisé (grey)
%t mao (cat)

¥ gdu (dog)

7N litt (six)

4828 jigjie (older sister)
A% yueliang (moon)
HZ¢ érduo (ear)
4 san (umbrella)
i"7 mén (door)

/> Xin (heart)

Z yan (cloud)
$BF qunzi (skirt)
¥ tang (candy)

AT déng (lamp)
BEE xingxing (star)
3% 16ng (dragon)

Open ah, as in father
Rounded aw sound

Uh, from back of throat
Ee, as in see

0o, as in moon

Lips round, say ee

Like eye

Like ay in say

Quick way sound

Like ow in cow

Like oh in go

Like yo, quickly

Like yeh

U blended into eh
R-colored, tongue curls
Ahn, tongue behind teeth
Uhn, soft nasal

Een, nasal

Closer to Un after j/q/x/y
U with nasal ending
Ahng, open and nasal
Uhng, further back
Eeng, nasal

Oong, rounded and nasal
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Neutral

ma

Short and light, no strong pitch




